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When fans use their precious time to come watch you play, you have a responsibility to

perform for them, whether we are winning by 10 or losing by 10, | felt my duty was to
motivate the same from opening day through game 162. | never started packing my eauip-
ment or taping boxes until after the season’ s final out. | felt it was my professional duty to

give fans my complete attention each and every game.
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As a kid, my dream was always to be a professional baseball player. | even wrote an essay

about it when | was in grade six. If | could rewrite that essay today with what | know now,

| would use the word “goal” instead of “dream.” Dreams are not always realistic, but
goals can be possible if you think deeply about how to reach them. Dreaming is fun, but
goals are difficult and challenging. It’ s not enough to say | want to do something. If you are
serious about it, you must think critically about what is necessary to achieve it. | wrote that
daily practice and preparation were important to become a professional player. As | continu-
ed to set my goals, | also came to understand that consistency will be the foundation to ac-

hievement.
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